
Grid-locked
Grattan Healy, MnaG Workshop,  Athlone, 11th May 2012

Saturday 12 May 2012



Development models
•Germany

• Planning (maybe) = Grid + REFIT

• Ireland

• Grid (maybe) = Planning (maybe) + REFIT 
(maybe)
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Like the hammer game
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Development status
•Grid connection

• takes up to 15 years; ‘firm access’ up to 20 years

• Planning increasingly uncertain

• SACs/SPAs/AAs & distances from houses

•REFIT finally in place

• after 2+ years with no scheme;

• doesn’t cover constraint/curtailment
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Fundamental issue: Grid
•Delay

• 15 yrs to connect; 20 years to be ‘firm’

•Cost

• Connection cost, grid code, maintenance

•Non-dispatch

• Grid inadequate: constraint & curtailment
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Official response
1. Delay grid access
2. Slowly address constraint 
and curtailment
3. Allocate the losses (SEMC)
4. Don’t maintain REFIT 
support for lost output
5. Therefore slow development

But still expect to meet 
targets!?

Saturday 12 May 2012



Tie-breaks

• or, sharing out the pain

• or, asking us which way we want to be shot
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Tie-breaks
• Ireland largely ignoring EU legal duty to facilitate 

wind

• SEMC treating EU grid rules as secondary to 
minimizing cost

• SEMC sees constraint and curtailment as a given

• DS3 is limited program to deal with it over time

• Seen as useful to further slow development
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Consultation Option 1
• GRAND-FATHERING

• intended to protect existing projects

• loading unknown level of pain on newer 
projects, which won’t build (industry stops)

• fail on both if curtailment linked to firm 
access
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Consultation Option 2
• PRO RATA

• share unknown curtailment over all wind, new & 
old

• undermines financing, because existing projects 
compromised

• compromise project financing (independents)

• leave to balance sheet  financing (semi-states, 
utilities)
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Consultation Option 3
• PRO RATA TO TARGET

• Limit level of pro-rata curtailment for 
projects to get to target

• Grandfather thereafter

• Not addressing issue, still leaves uncertainty

• Will severely slow development
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Consultation Option 4
• PRO-RATA, NO MARKET PAYMENT

• Pro-rata of curtailment

• no market payment for any curtailment

• may seem to minimize cost

• but, reducing PPAs, if available at all

• further punishing wind for lack of grid
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Variation on Option 3
• IWEA considering criteria to select projects for 

reaching target and getting grandfathered:

• Planning permission for the windfarm
• Executed connection offer
• Planning permission for any grid connection assets (verified in writing 

by system operators) 
• Executed PPA in place
• Evidence that the necessary debt and equity is available
• Land agreements
• Third party wind reports
• Authorisation to construct
• Generation licence
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CONCLUSIONS
• Government ignoring duty to facilitate wind

• SEMC treating cost as more important than legal 
duty to facilitate wind

• result is unknown damage to supported projects, 
targets compromised

• left with squabble over which projects will get built 
at all

• semi-states and utilities winning that fight

• Need Grid Sorted & REFIT on availability
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Planning = Grid + REFIT

www.ierne.ie
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http://WWW.IERNE.IE
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